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riddance of bad rubbish, and that the only misfortune
it ever had was my having anything to do with it.
This was at least the opinion of a friend who sent
it to me. Now it is a fact that I had for years
earnestly desiied to introduce these very "reforms"
or additions, and was only kept from doing so by
want of money. Immediately after I left, the appro-
priation for the school was greatly enlarged, and the
number of pupils doubled It does not seem to
have occurred to the editors and private individuals
who spoke of a branch more or less (not introduced
on account of simple poveity), as if that constituted
the whole system, that the mam object was the making
hand-woik a branch of instruction in public schools
on a large scale. Nor did they consider the wean-
some exhausting labour of years in trying to find out
by experiment what children could do, and how to do
it, or what it was to inaugurate a great and radical
reform which had never before been successfully
attempted anywhere. For it was in studying sucl^
woik, and fitting it practically into a course of public
school studies, that the real system consisted. Indus-
trial or technical schools with large endowments had
existed many years before, and it was because I did
not teach what they did that my school attracted
so much unjust criticism. I was continually asked
why I did not introduce branches, which would have
required far more money than I had at command,
and that too when it required all the ability of the
School Board, inspired by the utmost goodwill to me,
and the highest intelligence on their part, to secure
for me the allowance which they had done their best
to get. On one occasion the City Council, wishing to